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EPILOGUE

FROM the first day of the patriotic war, Metropolitan Sergius has fostered hi
the hearts of his flock the flaming belief in the final victory of the Russian Army,
ardently summoning the faithful to self-denying toil for the defence of I he ujhve
land. Just before the Holy Feast of Easter, His Beatitude addressed a new
epistle to the Russian Orthodox Church which was circulated to all purishe.s,
This epistle, printed below, is inspired with the same fortitude aad iirm belief in
the victory of truth over evil and falsity.

SERGIUS

By the Grace of God,
Acting Patriarch, Metropolitan of Moscow and Kolomna

To

The Most Reverend Hierarchy, Pastors* and all the faithful children of tin* Holy

Orthodox Russian Church

CHRIST is RISEN!

May our Lord, risen from the dead, .w^o.oncexgJ-ecJsaiLihe-aiK) in ting women
with the word *u Rejoice" now repeat this radiant salute also in the heart of
each of us at Eastertide.                                             . * - '
May He renew our faith, our love of Him, our readiness to bear everything
for His sake.
We are celebrating Easter, but the heavens above us are stiff covered will:
clouds; our country still suiters under the ferocious invasion of the fascists,
But darkness will not conquer light, although for a lime it has obscured ii.
Even more certainly, the fascists, who have dared to take as their banner iho
pagan swastika instead of the Cross of Christ, will not be victorious. 1 ,et us not
forget the word : By this thou shaft conquer. It is not the swastika but the cross
that is called upon to lead our Christian culture, our "Christian dwelling
together".
In fascist Germany they say that Christianity has not succeeded and is no!
suitable for the future progress of the world. Consequently, Germany, destined
to rule the world of the future, must forget Christ and go her new way.
May the Righteous Judge rout Hitler for these demented words, and all his
collaborators, and may lie open the eyes of those who still do not want to sec in
Hitler the enemy of Christ.
Adoring Christ in the holy days of his redeeming Passion, we cannot in our
souls render homage to the enemies of Christ.
The choice is : either a free and peaceful life for the peoples with their belief
in Christ, their strivings for truth, for all the light that is in this world ; or
Hitler, with his fascism, his darkness, his violation of all that is best in mankind,
Let us be firm in our covenant with Christ, with whom we have been united
through baptism. Now we "have need of patience" (Heb. x, 36), and patience
will not disgrace us. "For yet a little while, and He that shall come will come"7